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Caliph over the holy places of Islam, and, it is, as I understand
it, with the view of securing the modification of these terms of
the Treaty of Sevres that you have waited upon me to-day and
presented this address. If I do not discuss these particular
problems at any length let me assure you it is not for lack of
sympathy. Your views, all that you have placed before me, will
again be represented to His Majesty's Government. With the
full authority of my Government I can assure you that I have
already done my utmost to urge these modifications and have
used, and shall use, such influence as I may possess to make them
effective. But, I would ask you to remember that the Prime
Minister, in answer to the deputation in London, and the Sec-
retary of State in his telegram to Dr. Ansari, have already stated
their views in favour of freeing Constantinople from the inter-
national control imposed after the War, and with a reservation
as to the internationalization of the Straits, both in the interest
of Turkey and of general peace. Again, and from the same
source, it is apparent that His Majesty's Government have not
failed, to recognize the importance to Moslems of the religious
suzerainty of the Caliph over the holy places of Islam. As
regards Smyrna and Thrace, I do not think that your representa-
tions in this or in any respect are of no avail. They have already
borne fruit, as I have shown you, and I trust that when the
terms are eventually made you will find that the views of the
Indian Moslems have played a greater part than perhaps you have
hitherto imagined in fashioning the Treaty, and more especially
in its relations to the religious sentiments and aspirations of
Moslems. It may be that all you would wish cannot be achieved,
There are difficulties upon which I shall not dwell, but which
must be apparent to you and to all who are interested in this
question. Whatever the results, you may rest assured, that not
only have you and your fellow Moslems in India striven with
intensity of conviction and religious fervour for the benefit of the
Moslem religion, but you have certainly secured the sympathetic
support of my Government. These continued representations
by the Government of India have hot failed, as I verily believe,
to have effect upon the British Government. They might have
acquired even a greater strength but for the agitation of extrem-
ists, who seem to labour under the delusion that revolutionary
agitation will give better results than powerfully reasoned
arguments, temperately but forcibly urged by the leading men
of your community. Your congratulations on the successful
conclusion of the negotiations with Afghanistan are very welcome.